REMARKS 

1. Reconsideration in view of the amendments and remarks herein is respectfully 
requested. 

2. Referring now to first Item 1 on page 2 of the Official Action, a new oath or 
declaration showing correct domestic priority for provisional applications 60/459,378 
and 60/460,743 is submitted herewith. 

3. In the specification, page 1, first paragraph after the title, the filing date for 
provisional application 60/460,743 that had been provided by earlier by means of a 
preliminary amendment was incorrect. The date is amended to the correct date of 
July 1, 2003. 



4. Currently claims 1 to 8 are pending in the application. Claims 1, and 4 to 8 
stand rejected. Claims 2 and 3 stand objected to. 

5. Referring now to first Item 2 on page 2 of the Official Action, the Examiner's 
comment regarding the dependency of claims 7 and 8 is correct. Claims 7 and 8 have 
been amended to depend on claims 6 and 7 respectively. 

6. Referring now to the claim rejections under 35 USC § 102(b): Claims 6, 7, and 8 
stand rejected as being anticipated by Amirav et al (US 5,742,050), hereinafter 
referred to as Amirav. 

At page 3, Section 2, lines 6-8 the Official Action states that Amirav sweeps 
vaporized analyte into an absorbent trap, and further that the filter in Amirav is 
equivalent to the absorbent trap in the present invention. Applicant wishes to point 
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out the differences. First, a filter is defined as "a device for separating solid particles, 
impurities, etc. from a liquid or gas by passing it through a porous substance". Please 
refer to the attached copy of relevant page 522 from Webster's New World Dictionary 
of the American Language, Second College Edition, David b. Guralnik, Editor. Simon 
and Schuster, 1984. This is typically a physical process where particles not able to 
pass through the pores are captured. Amirav as discussed in more detail below 
describes and uses a filter that captures particles and allows vaporized material to 
pass through. Capture of vaporized materials being in the form of a gas requires more 
than particle capture. 

In the present application, at page 3, line 12 to line 16, the absorption of vapors 
in an absorbent trap (also referred to here as a sample cartridge) and desorption of 
vapors from the absorbent trap is discussed. This is very different from solid particle 
capture taught by Amirav. 

For comparison, Amirav at column 4, line 66 to column 5, line 16 discusses his 
Figure 2 in detail. Amirav discusses how a sample is obtained by desorption with a 
laser in a laser desorption compartment 12 and the sample swept with carrier gas 
through the dust and particle heated filter 20 into the heated GC separation or transfer 
line 22. It is important to note that the sample goes right through the filter. 
Therefore with regard to claim 6, the filter that is disclosed for use in the method of 
Amirav cannot be the equivalent of the absorbent trap used in the method of the 
present application. It therefore appears that the rejection if claim 6 has been 
traversed and the claim is allowable. 

With regard to Claim 7, the Official Action states that Column 4, line 45-47 and 
column 5, lines 31-36 disclose the placement of the absorbent trap into a thermal 
absorber and heating the absorbent trap to vaporize the analyte. However, this text 
does not teach this. Rather the first part discusses the use of the GC transfer line 22 
as a short column for fast GC separation since it is heated. The latter part starting at 
column 5, line 31 discusses laser desorption, which takes place in a laser desorption 
compartment 12 that is located ahead of the heated filter 20. When sample blasting 
produces small dust particles these are in turn thermally vaporized in the heated 
transfer line 22 of gas chromatograph (GC). Since Amirav has not thought the steps 
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of Claim 6 and Amirav does not disclose the additional steps of claim 7, it appears that 
this rejection is traversed and the claim 7 is allowable. 

With regard to claim 8, since Amirav does not teach the method according to 
claims 6 or 7, this dependent claim appears allowable. 



7. Referring now to claim rejections under 35 USC §103(a) for claims 1, 4 and 5. 
Applicant has cancelled Claims 1, 4, and 5. 

8. Referring now to the claim rejection under 35 USC §103(a) for claim 8. 

As discussed previously above Amirav does not teach the methods of claim 6 
or claim 7. Neither McKelvy et al. nor Chace alone or in combination overcome the 
deficiency in the teachings of Amirav in this regard. Therefore the combination of 
Amirav with McKelvy et al. and/or with Chace fails to provide teaching that makes 
the claim obvious. Accordingly the rejection appears to be traversed and the claim 
appears allowable. 

9. Referring now to the objection to claims 2 and 3. The claims have been 
written in independent form and amended to include all of the limitations of the 
base claim. Antecent for the amendments of claims 2 and 3 is found in claim 1. 



10. Also enclosed herewith is a petition for extension of time of three months. 

Applicant's undersigned attorney has made a good faith effort to meet the 
concerns expressed by the Examiner. In view of the above amendments and 
remarks it appears the application meets the conditions for allowance and favorable 
action thereon is requested. If the Examiner still has some issues with the 
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application, and has any suggestions as to how to address them, the Examiner is 
invited to call the Applicant's undersigned attorney at the phone number given 
below, so that those issues can be worked out. 



Registration No. 30,437 

Phone (614) 424-6589 
Fax (614) 424-3864 
Email wiesmann@battelle.org 
Customer No. 24116 



Respectfully submitted, 




BATTELLE MEMORIAL INSTITUTE 
505 King Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43201-2693 
January 10, 2008 



8 



SECOND COLLEGE EDITION 



WEBSTER'S 

NEW WORLD 
DICTIONARY 

OF THE AMERICAN LANGUAGE 

DAVID B. GURALNIK, Editor in Chief 



SIMON AND SCHUSTER 



Filipine 



5 22 



Fin. 



citizen of the Philippin 
Philii pin. 
fill (nV, vt. [ME. 'nlcn, n< 
M.LI ] 1. a to'pu i ■ 



lan. 



by e 



c ;ni] >!e:e 
full — n. 
needed to 

that nil • 

filling a h 



1. all ;.m 

i'i : 



'tl 



2. all l 



ssibank;: 



till o 



ised t, till; e 

.... . .. . attired level, as a railroe 

— fill awav Saul, to mow ul<«.u with the 
ship —fill in 1. to till with some substat 
complete by in.wrt.inK " r supplying someth 
i pletion 4. t o 1 c i su >st 
in on [Colloq.] to provide one with addh 
tails, etc. about — fill out 1. to make or 
rounder, shapelier, etc, -t2. to make (a 
complete by inserting or supplying 
to make or become completely full 
tfille (le'\ In [Fi I. / n < ) it i vl] l.adaughti 
^a^irl^maul 3.^ a spinster 



s joie (da zhwa') [Fi 

fifled gold brass or other base 
of gold 

- filled milk -kimmed milk w 

c the fit content 
filter (fil'ar) n. a person or t 



•i'M- 



of p 



, daughter of joy] a 
covered with a layer 



e kllmg 



I. 10(1 of a 



:. [ME. 



loose-leaf notet 

filderT^'er) n. 

tary unit equal 
fillet (fil'it; for 
filet < OFr., dim. of fil: see (us'j i. a narrow oana worn 
around the head as to hold the hair in place 2. a thin strip 
or band 3. same as fairiv<;< 4. Archil, a) a flat, square 
molding separating other moldings b) a narrow band 
between two flutings in a column 5. Bookbinding an 
ornamental line impressed on a book cover 6. Cooking a 
boneless, lean piece of meat .r fi h 7. IleralJ > i horizontal 
band on a shield, just below the chief ami on. p p 
width — vt. 1. to bind or decorate with a. hand, molding, 
etc. 2. to bone and slice (meat or fish) 
fill-in ( il'm' n 1 a. jut or hi i P 11 a t or 
gap, often tern j mil 2. [Colhapl a brii timmar ot 
• adi 1 i 1 t nil in 

filling (fil'in) n. 1. the act of one that ill! , 2. a thing u ted 
to fill something el e < r < ip - ' it i 1 . 1 n j ' , 
a) the mi t d pi n t t 1 i i 1 n a 

prepared cavity in a tooth b) the foodstuff used between 
the slices of a sandwich, in a pastry shell, etc. *3. the 
horizontal threads, or woof, in a woven fabric 
Afilling station same as service station" (sense 2 1 
id hj ' n [ , . n n ] I it • ( tin i i 

CHIRP)] 1. the snap made 
by a finger which is held 
down toward the palm by 
the thumb 



denly 
blow 



late ■ 



•eleas 




vt 

impel, or snap with a 

2. t * -i il its • 1 ' 

— vi. to make a fillip 

fil li peen ft!!'.) pen' 
fil lis ter ''''I •. - n [ 

2 I ' r r rr ;ei 

Fill-more 'fil'm-V. Mill-ard fmil'ard> 1800-74; 13th 
1 (IS? 

filly (fil'e) n., pi. -lies [ME. filli < ON.fylja, fern, of foli, 
foal] 1 . a young female horse, specif, one under five years 
2. 1 M • r g -' 

hh»» !m) n. 1 il 
IE. base see fell 4 ] 1. a fine, thin skin, surface, laver, or 
coating 2. a sheet or roll of a flexible cellulose material 



Sipg 



ck film] a type of motion 
50s, fatalistic, pessimistic, 
dealing melodrarnat ieall y 

film pack 

that tits in the back of a camera 

film-strip ( strip'' n. a leng! i m ecnt.amii still 

I i i ' i i i< nee for pro- 

* jilt and t as a leaching i 1 

film y Ini'me) adj. film'i-er, film'i-est 1. of or like a Mm; 
harm, gaugy, ate. 2. covered i or as it a. elm; blurred 
— film'i-ly adv. — film'i ness n. 

filo-podium I'iI'j psMrjin, fi'la-) n., pi. -di-a (-a) 
[ModL. < L. filnm, thread isee file'.) f- point .m] a thin, 
uar-ow ;sriiiis|-diiiir. ca misting p.-imarilv of ectoplasm 

h lose ■' " ad, [ 1 ',,<>• - nun • osi ] 1. thread- 
like 2. having a 1 area, Hike proieo'i al 

this " n [I 1 , i it i al] a son or a youth: 

often a a ,1 like English " [r.'\ Dumas fits] 

tils" del ., his. n., pi. tils [At., ea-lier <als < Ltir. phollis, a 
dl c i 1 iss h 1 ] i tint t n t i y in Iraq, 

loi n, Bahrain, Kuwait u 1 < !><< pie's Democratic 
Republic of Yemen, equal to 1/1000 of a dinar, and in the 
United Aral. Emirates, equal to 1 100 of a dirham 

fll-ter (fil'tar) n. [ME. filtre < OFr. < ML. filtrum, jdlrum, 
felt, fulled wool (used tor straining liquors) < Gmc. : see 
FELT 1 ] 1. a device for separating sola..! particles, impurities, 
etc, from a liquid or gas by passing it through a porous 
substance 2. anv porou.-. si: ! Ala nee used or suitable for 
this, as sand, charcoal, felt, etc. 3. Physics a) a device or 
tl 'i-ar that I i i ' i tii current ot certain fre- 
menci cpuem ran Idle prevent ma t hi pa i r e 

of others b) a device or substance that partially or com- 
pletely absorbs i t m lit , /a color filler for a camera 
lens./ — vt. [Fr. filtrer < the n.) 1. to pass (a liquid or gas) 
through a filter 2. to remove or separata (solid particles, 
impurities, etc.) from a liquid or gas by means of a filter 
(often with oat) 3. to act as a filter for — vi. 1. to pass 
through or as if through a filter 2. to move or pass slowly 

fil-ter-a-ble (fil'tar a b'l, -tra b'l) adj. that can be filtered 
— nl'tera-bil'lty n. 

filterable virus any virus: so called because most viruses 
are capable of passing through fine filters that bacteria 
cannot pass through 

filter bed a tank, covered trench, etc. with a sand or gravel 
bottom, used to filter water, sewage, etc. 

fdrer paper i a u ] ip i t i h'p • p : lam d 

^filter tip 1. a cigarette tip containing cellulose, cotton, 
charcoal, iti md servii i i thpieci through which 
t io mo! i t IP red 2. a ci < ir< tti ' iving such a tip — 
fil'ter-tlp', fil'ter-tipped' adj. 

filth (filth) n. [ME- <- ' 'B. fytthr < ia-r of ful (see FOUL) -f 
-Ih, nommd t ] 1. d i * t ' . - < ' e > it gt , 
etc. 2. anything viewed a grossly indecent or obscene 
3. gross mora! corruption 

filth y (lil'the) adj. filth'i-er, filth'I-est [ME. filth i] 1. full 
- f filth; hkgusHnglv foul 2. grossly obscene 3. morally- 
vicious or corrupt — SYN. see pirty — filth'i-ly adv. — 
filth'i ness n. 

fil-tra-ble (fil'tra b'l) adj. . 
bll'l ty n. 



rat) i 



i filtered 



5 FILE 1 ] 



pp. of fillrar 
lajtiid — fil - ti 
fi-Ium (fi'lam) n., pi. fi'la (-la.i [L., a thread 

Anal, an" threadlike part: filament 
fim-bri-a (ftm'brea) n., pi. -bri-ae f-bre e) [ModL. < L., 
]/ I ' 1 (t irn,t 

I " c i-> at 'he opening ' an oviduct in mammals 
fim-bri-ate (fim'bre at.') adj. [L. fimbrialus, fringed: see 
1 i —fim'bri-a'tion n. 

fin f-'m n. [M E. f ( IE. finn. it: <, Dm -sin. (',. tunic < IE. 
*(s)pina, point < base (s)ptt- ; -*(d 'tick, whence 
spit 1 , spike 1 ] 1. an * < t n i -icmbranous 
i 1 1 i 1 t i i < 1 a u 

i i: t 2 i 1 't i fin m si ape 

or use; specif., a) any narrow edge or ridge formed in 
manufacturing, as on a casting by metal forced 
the halves of the mold b) any fixed or movable airfoil 
whose chief function is to give stability in flight c) a 

1 J r - n ' " r ' 

d) a stabilizing t rojed ii m on a racer i ar e) [Slang] a hand 
or arm — vt. finned, fin'ning to cut the fins fron 



e the fins, esp. in a violent 

n 

l [s 



MHG. vinf < OHG. fimf. 



